
In your opinion, what will mean for Madrid
having been chosen as the only Spanish city
to participate individually, with its own
pavilion, at Shangai 2010, the biggest World
Expo in history?

It represents the recognition of the effort made by
both the City Council of Madrid and the citizens
to create a new urban model, more balanced,
sustainable and with greater quality of life. This
effort has been extended to all areas, from the
upgrading of infrastructures and urban renewal
actions, to more ambitious actions such as the
reform of the old ring road M-30 and the
recovery of sunken sections within the framework
of the Madrid Río project, to the promotion of
council housing, in which sustainability is one of
the main characteristics.

Having our own pavilion at the Expo provides an
extraordinary opportunity to show the results of
the urban development initiatives carried out in
Madrid according to sustainability criteria, and
to inform about the new strategies that could be
implemented in our city.

Will this consolidate the image of Madrid
worldwide?

Undoubtedly, a relevant participation in an
international exhibition with the presence of 185
countries, 45 international organizations, 55 cities,
dozens of companies and more than 70 million
visitors consolidates our international position as
a city committed to sustainable development.
Madrid is strengthening its position as a new
financial and business center, offering new
economic and quality of life opportunities to
citizens and companies from all over the world.

Shangai 2010 focuses on good urban
practices to strengthen sustainable
development. What will distinguish Madrid
from the rest of cities present at the Expo?

In Shangai 2010, Madrid will present two highly
sustainable models that incorporate not only a
new approach to city development, with buildings
equipped with leading edge technologies to
increase energy efficiency, but also, and
importantly, a new way of living in the city,
through singular elements that increase

environmental quality and contribute to make
public space more human, creating meeting
spaces for citizens.

In the first case, the pavilion of the City of Madrid
will be a tailored reproduction of the eco-efficient
social housing model promoted by the Empresa
Municipal de la Vivienda y Suelo of the Madrid
City Council. Namely, the “Bamboo House”,
designed by prestigious architect Alejandro Zaera,
which has received numerous awards, including
the RIBA Award to excellence in architecture
granted by the Royal Institute of British
Architects. This building is an excellent example
of the council housing model built by the City
Council of Madrid, characterized by innovation,
design and sustainability, contributing to
improving the urban landscape in the new
developments.

Furthermore, the City of Madrid will present a
reproduction of one of the bioclimatic trees
located at the Barrio del Ensanche in Vallecas, the
so-called Air Tree, designed by the Madrid-based
architecture studio Ecosistema Urbano, winner of
the 2007 award of the Architectural Review
magazine and runner-up to the van der Rohe
awards. This is also a council action that creates
bioclimatic spaces that facilitate the meeting and
contact among the new residents in these
districts.

In summary, our two main references will be a
house and a tree, two elements that represent a
fitting image of the basic concept of quality of life,
especially since they are equipped with highly
sustainable models such as renewable energies
and recyclable materials. Around these two
singular elements, visitors will have the
opportunity to get to know the main urban
renewal initiatives being implemented in our city,

 

 

«In Shangai 2010, Madrid will present a
new way of living in the city that increase
environmental quality and contribute to
make public space more human»

Pilar
Martínez
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Delegate for Urban
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Housing in the City
Council of Madrid.

«The Madrid pavillion will show a big city
concerned with the quality of life of its
citizens and with its own competitiveness,
through a clear focus on sustainable urban
development»



 

 

To what extent does Madrid represent a
model for urban development?

Madrid is an excellent example of how a city can
be transformed in a short period of time, when
the local government and the citizens are
determined to do so, despite being aware that
every process of transformation entails temporary
inconveniences, which are nonetheless
compensated by the permanent benefits attained
n terms of quality of life and competitiveness.

Madrid is currently a reference with respect to a
number of essential aspects considered by
companies in their location decisions, such as air,
railway and road transport; transport
infrastructures; quality housing; new business
centers or tourist attractions. There are many
examples, such as the new Terminal T4 of the
Madrid Airport, with capacity for 70 million
passengers a year; the growth of the high speed
railway AVE, with will place Madrid as the hub
of the second high-speed railway network of the
world in length, second only to Tokyo, and the
first in Europe; the new public and private
architecture; the Cuatro Torres business and
financial complex; or the Chamartín Project
(Operación Chamartín); or the Paseo del Arte,
where the best art museums of the world are
located.

Furthermore, Madrid is also host to most of the
main international corporations of the world in
architecture, engineering, construction, energy
and environment, as well as relevant R&D&i
centers, creating a true cluster of companies
actively participating in the construction of the
main cities all over the world.

In Shangai, Madrid will exhibit a replica
of a house in the bamboo building, which is
in turn a replica of a council housing
building. What is going to be the message
that supports the public housing proposal
to an international audience?

The examples we are bringing to Shangai
illustrate the criteria followed by the City of
Madrid regarding its public housing policy, which
have helped us achieve a leadership position. We
believe that council housing must be sustainable
and be at the service of sustainability, and serve
as the forefront for the regeneration of the city
center, and must also support the processes of
innovation, design and quality in a key economic
sector for the competitiveness of big cities, and
respond to the concern over reestablishing the
territorial balance of the city. The Bamboo House
represents an excellent example of all this.

From this position of leadership in the
construction of innovative, sustainable and quality

or visit a council house equipped with state of the
art construction and sustainable energy
technologies with zero emissions, and engage in
a number of activities that will allow them to
enjoy a closer experience of an open and
welcoming Madrid.

In your opinion, how will Madrid show its
ability to become a modern, sustainable
city without spoiling the quality of life of
its citizens?

The new urban model developed by the City of
Madrid over recent years is not theoretical, but
the end result of a set of highly sustainable
actions, which have contributed directly to
enhance quality of life and competitiveness, as
clearly proven by the urban renewal projects the
City is promoting with the participation of
citizens.

The City of Madrid has made an extraordinary
effort to modernize its transport infrastructures,
offering opportunities to public and private
transport, and promoting a soft type of mobility:
pedestrians and cyclists. The examples are many:
the reform of the M-30 ring road, that I
mentioned earlier, has decreased the pressure of
traffic on the city center, and has allowed for the
creation of pedestrian spaces; the construction of
a 60-kilometer long bicycle lane around the city,

which will be extended further through
connections with the city center; the reclamation
of public squares and streets for pedestrians, such
as Santo Domingo or Cuesta de Moyano; the
regeneration of derelict historic buildings to create
new facilities, such as the Escuelas Pías de San
Antón; the construction of a big park of nearly 2
million sq m on what used to be M-30 ring road
lanes, just 1 km away from the city center, the
Puerta del Sol. Or the promotion of construction
and rehabilitation projects based on sustainable,
energy efficient criteria.

A list of actions describing the changes that the
City of Madrid has experienced over recent years
for the benefit of its citizens would be too long.
However, the previous list proves that Madrid is
a big city concerned with the quality of life of its
citizens and its own competitiveness, as proven
by its clear focus on sustainable urban
development and renewable energies.

Our goal in Shangai is to involve everyone in this
process, so that between May and October 2010,
it can be Madrid will be clearly visible as an open,
friendly, confident and highly competitive city in
all sectors, and an ideal gateway from China to
Europe and Latin America.

«Undoubtedly, a relevant participation in
an international exhibition with the
presence of 185 countries and more than
70 million visitors consolidates our
international position»

The Air Tree, also a
protagonist in Shanghai
2010, is a bioclimatic tree
winner of the 2007 award
of the 'Architectural
Review' magazine and
runner-up to the Van der
Rohe awards.

The pavilion of the City
of Madrid at Shanghai
2010 will be a tailored
reproduction of the eco-
efficient social housing
model, the Bamboo
House.



If we convey this true vision of our city, we will
have undoubtedly consolidated our position
internationally and reinforced our
competitiveness.

Apparently, Madrid is focused on major
events, such as its bid for the Olympics, or
its presence at the Shangai Expo. To what
extent these major events reinforce its
image internationally?

Both the Expo and the Olympic movement
coincide in the promotion of values that are fully
shared and felt in our city, and which are
universally accepted. For this reason, these two
events are very attractive for us, and will surely
contribute to improve the image of our city. In the
case of the Expo, this will be a result of the
international dimension of the City of Madrid as
a model for urban transformation based upon
sustainable criteria. In the case of the Olympic
bid, because the related projects, linked also to
sustainability, will generate a very valuable legacy
for our city.

You have the support of institutions,
foundations, sporting clubs and
associations, architecture studios and
corporations representing Spain and
Madrid in the world. In your opinion, how
can you get to the citizens?

One of the axes of our Expo project is to get
everyone involved: not only companies and
institutions, but also citizens. To this end, we are
working on the establishment of communication
channels between Madrid and Shangai to
transmit two-way content in real time; for that,
we need to use new technologies efficiently.

We will carry out a number of communications
actions for citizens to know the project and
embrace it as their own, for this is an initiative
that gives value to the transformation capacity of
the city, its corporations and citizens, contributing
to generate business and tourist activity in the
mid-term, with an emphasis of creating jobs for
the city residents.

What are the key messages that Madrid
should convey internationally in the area
of urban development and housing?

Based upon the motto of the Shangai Expo – “A
better city, a better life” – I think that cities must
play an increasingly important role in aspects
with a direct impact on sustainability, which is
equivalent to quality of life. Saskia Sassen said
that a lot could be achieved just by taking action
on no more than 40 cities in the world, not only
for the destruction of the environment, but also
to find solutions. Therefore, all of us must make
an additional effort to propose sustainable, quality
solutions that generate multiplying effects to
alleviate environmental problems and improve
quality of life, through our urban development
practices, urban regeneration, construction of
council housing, or urban renewal initiatives.

council housing, the City of Madrid has become
a reference for the whole sector, which in our
opinion could and should follow these same
patterns. Because this new culture, this new
concept of social housing emphasizing innovation,
sustainability, quality and personal dignity, must
be part of our common heritage, must guide the
action of both public and private actors, to be
truly useful and achieve its purpose: to make
cities more inhabitable, friendlier, at the service
of people and the community.

Adapting to the new times can help to
promote the welcoming character that has
always been a trait of the city and its
inhabitants. How can this goal be achieved
in an event like this? In your opinion, what
are the keys to evaluate the success of the
participation of Madrid at Shangai 2010?

The welcoming nature of Madrid, its open, non-
exclusive character, is a trait of our city that can
be easily perceived just by strolling through our
streets. There are many Chinese nationals living
in our city, and the Shangai Expo represents an
opportunity to reinforce our links with the
Chinese community, showing our potential as an
ideal city for China to access Europe and Latin
America, as I mentioned earlier.

To a great extent, the success of Madrid’s
participation in this event will depend on our
ability to present ourselves as we really are: a
competitive with a great quality of life,
competitive, with spaces and opportunities for
activities and business, a city with leading edge
technological companies linked to R&D&i in the
management of infrastructures and urban
services, and with a local government that is open
to business initiatives based upon sustainable
criteria.


